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As Old as the Society 


UCH is the fact reported about Mr. 
Tranum, whose photograph is herewith 
presented. And, what is also surprising, he 
reads the Bible without glasses in his one hun- 
dred and thirteenth year! 


am for a Book with print large enough for me 
to read.’ His wife said, ‘And I just want to 
tell you how much it means to me. I can’t 
read, and I have just prayed and prayed that 


—— 


“He was born in 1816, at 
Richmond, Virginia, and 
now lives in the hills of 
Maryland. He is a devout 
Christian and says he is 
just waiting for the Lord 
to transplant him to that 
other and better country, 
where he will be forever 
young.” 

Until recently he read 
for hours every day, 
spending much of his time 
with his Bible. The friend 
who writes of him, found 
that he was having diffi- 
culty in reading his small- 
print BwWie, wrote of the 


the Lord would let his eye- 
sight stay good, so he 
could read the Bible to 
me.’ Then he told me that 
he learned to read ‘out of 
the Bible.’ That he was so 
anxious to read God’s 
Word, that he would take 
the Book and hold it and 
pray that the Lord would 
be his teacher, and help 
him to learn how to read. 
He went to school just one 
day in his life, but reads 
well, and said he always 
spent several hours each 
day reading his Bible.” 
Mr. Tranum is a Civil 
War veteran and lives on 


circumstances to our Soci- Bue Cc. 


ety, received a large-print 
Bible and reported of its presentation thus :— 


“He opened the Book and began to read. 


aloud. Tears streamed down his cheeks as 


he said, ‘You can never know how grateful I 
e 


TRANUM his war pension. He has 
thirty-three children. 

It certainly seems strange to think of anyone 
still living who was born the year the American 
Bible Society was organized. It is happy in 
now giving him a Bible he can read. 
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Notes and Comments 


HE American Bible Society, in 1928, had 
the distinction of announcing the largest 
issues of Bibles, Testaments, and portions by 
any Bible Society. For the first time it ex- 
ceeded even those of the British Society. 

cot oa 
In 1929, while it reports issues almost a 
million more than the year before, its great 


total of over eleven million volumes has been 


exceeded by the issues reported by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, which were 11,- 
399,540 volumes. Cordial congratulations to 
our British friends. 
r Sulek. 20: 
The British Society issued 1,021,260 Bibles, 
1,221,257 Testaments, and 9,157,023 portions 


'_-a notable achievement and a world service. 


* OK OK 


The National Bible Society of Scotland also 
reports a banner year. Their issues during 


va 


1928 total 4,134,440 volumes, consisting of 
72,958 Bibles, 213,248 Testaments, and 3,848,- 
234 portions. 

es 

The Scripture Gift Mission announces that 
its issues during 1928 consisted of 14,852 
3ibles, 161,533 Testaments, and 2,415,914 por- 
tions, making a fine total of 2,592,299 volumes. 

cae eal. 

The figures reported in the preceding para- 
graphs, together with the issues of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, previously reported, show 
that, during 1928, these four Societies alone 
issued twenty-nine million, one hundred and 
fifty-eight thousand and seven hundred and 
seventy-three volumes of Scripture, and not one 
of them met fully the demand on it! 

Po ee 

The figures for other Bible societies, mis- 

sionary organizations, and commercial houses 
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which publish the Scriptures, are not available. 
Remembering that a single commercial pub- 
lishing house in recent years has advertised 
that it issued one million Bibles in a year, it 
would seem entirely safe to assume that all of 
these other organizations together issued an- 
other seven and a half million volumes. 
oe we 
It seems entirely safe to estimate that 36,- 
500,000 volumes of Scripture in several hun- 
dred languages, were issued in 1928. Think 
a moment of the significance of those figures: 
100,000 every day—4,000 every hour—700 
every minute, day and night. Do not such 
figures and facts offset some of the gloomy 
facts and figures of current life? 
i a 
A Sower went forth to sow. 
The Seed is the Word of God. 
Some fell by the wayside. 
Some upon stony ground. 
‘Some among thorns. 
But others fell into good ground 
and brought forth fruit. 
Some thirty, some sixty, and 
Some a hundred fold. 
SR ES 
Dealing in figures, here are very recent ones 
from our manufacturing department. On 
June 27 a printing order was placed, in regu- 
lar course, for 1,200,000 one-cent portions, to 
replenish stock. * ok Ok 


Dissecting this order, other interesting facts 
are revealed. The total was made up of 100,000 
of the Epistle to the Romans and 200,000 of 
the Gospel by Matthew in English, and 900,000 
of the Gospel by John—50,000 in Italian, 50,000 
in Polish, and 800,000 in English. 

+k ae 


In June also 21 cases containing 60,000 one- 
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cent portions in Portuguese were shipped to 
Rio de Janeiro for our Brazil Agency. 


Indicative of what is transpiring, in ordinary 
course, in another line is the fact that 69 cases 
of Scriptures in twenty-one languages have 
been received from abroad since June 15th. 
And orders already in hand will more than ex- 
haust the fresh supply in some of these lan- 
guages. 


* 


*x* x 


The twenty-one languages are Czechoslo- 
vakian, Dutch, Fanti, French, German, Greek, 
Hausa, Hebrew, Hungarian, Italian, Norwe- 
gian, Polish, Russian, Ruthenian, Sanskrit, — 
Serbian, Spanish, Tahitian, Tibetan, Uele, and ~ 
Yiddish. i 

e e 

At the Spanish-American Evangelical® Con- 
gress held at Havana, June 20-30, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society was represented by General 
Secretary Brown, Dr. J. Marcial-Dorado, Sec- 
retary of its West Indies Agency, and Mr. 
H. T. Marroquin, Secretary of its Mexico 
Agency. By its own choice Dr. Marcial- 
Dorado was chairman of the committee of 
arrangements. 


Te 


THE convention of the National Federation 
of Men’s Bible Classes, mentioned in our June 
issue in connection with the message of Presi- 
dent Hoover on the Bible, was a notable event. 
It is stimulating to know that 5,000 men were 
there gathered at Baltimore, Md., representing 
at least twenty states and Canada. Two Bible 
Classes were each represented by 1,000 men; 
that of the Bartholow Bible Class of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Mount Vernon, — 
N. Y., and that of the Hampdon Methodists 
Protestant Church of Baltimore, Md. | 

' 

Roscor_C. E. Brown, Litt.D. . 
Joun T. Manson 

RANK H. Mann ; 


e 

Miss ExvrsaBetH CuttTinG 
Mrs. Jonn Fercuson 
Howarp WHITTEMORE 
ARLANDO MARINE 
Rey. FrepertcK H. Knuser, D.D. 
Rey, FREDERICK W. JacKson 
Rrv. THos. H. Macxenzig, D.D. 


ee eee 


Ways and Means 


Finance 


Frank H. Mann 
* Joun T. Manson 
Orrin R. Jupp 
Ernest M. BowMAN 
Epwarp S. Marmar 
J. T. Van StTEENBERGH : 
Grorce TIFFANY 


July, 1929 Brsce Society REcoRD 109 


Boxing the Compass in China 


FACT emerges from the record of 1928 in China, which is almost incredible in the face 

of the disturbed conditions and nationalistic movement in that land. The three great Bible 
Societies—the American, the British and Foreign, and the Scottish—report a joint circulation, 
during 1928, of 11,408,469 volumes of Scripture in China alone! ‘The circulation by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society was 4,674,123; by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 3,951,000; and by 
the National Bible Society of Scotland, 2,783,346 volumes. A further surprising and grati- 
fying development of the year was that each of these Societies reported a marked increase in 
circulation during 1928 over 1927—the American, over one and a half million; the British, over 
three hundred thousand; and the Scottish, almost one million; the total increase of the year being 
2,866,311 volumes. ; 

There can be but one basic explanation of these great figures. In China, the Word of God 
is wanted, the Word of God is being read. Publicity was given last year to the fact that the 
majority of the cabinet of the National Government were Christians. The tremendous circula- 
tions of the Scriptures now reported are eloquent testimonies to two facts: spreading literacy, and 
increasing activity in the Chinese Church, uniting to bring the people and the Bible together. 

So much on the figures of 1928. What of 1929? Is there a continuing and growing 
interest? Recent mails have brought answers from north and south, east and west, and central 
China, embarrassingly full in detail and delightfully unanimous in purport. It is regrettable, 
indeed, that this material must be compressed and curtailed. But its significance is enhanced by 
the fact that these reports have come at the same time from such divergent areas of great China. 
Starting from the center, let us box the compass and see. 


rN 
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MODERN HANKOW—SIX HUNDRED MILES INLAND—FORMER FOREIGN CONCESSION 


The Society’s Central China Office is on the fourth floor of the building in the center. From it the upper left picture 


shows the south view; the upper right, the north view; the lower left, the west view; the lower right, the east view. 


Center and towns, have been visited. I have had per- 


: sonal interviews with over one hundred and 
RC A. RAO, Field Secretary of the fifteen pastors, preachers, voluntary leaders, 


Cee oie Li ath ey earnest Christians, and leading people in dif- 
tM: . ' 15 ooo, y y ferent places along the trip, and have preached 
o re cs inane thirty-one days to make the to somewhere about two thousand five hundred 
round trip of about eight hundred miles to toe in cohen tea in ae isthe a 

ko land and back to Hankow b n account of the propaganda - 
eee River i Christian movement during the last few years, 


the Han River. Nineteen chapels connected : 
with five missions, in seventeen different cities people are anxiously asking at present, What 
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is Christianity?’ This is one of the reasons 
why the people buy Scripture portions. Right 
after a street meeting in Suchow, Pastor Yang 
and a few other preachers sold about 200 por- 
tions to the crowd in ten minutes, on Febru- 
ary 16. It was somewhat the same in other 
places. 

“Pastors and preachers were very thankful 
to get some portions from us for sale, so that 
their evangelistic work could be helped in many 
ways. At the same time they are very grate- 
ful to the American Bible Society for sending 
me up to visit them and their churches. Many 
of them asked if we could visit them once a 
year, because Christians in these inland places 
always welcome a stranger to visit them and 
tell them of the condition of the churches in 
the big cities of China, and also in Western 
countries. Twelve orders, totaling 18,000 por- 
tions, were brought back with me and some 
more may come in later on.” 


North 


ROM this gatehouse to the Peiping (Pe- 

king) Bible House goes forth on his tours 
the Rev. Frank K. Jowe, Field Secretary for 
the North China sub-Agency. This much is 
taken from a recent report: 

“Two things happened in north China, one 
of which startled the populace, and the other 
. amazed the 
Christians! 
Christian mis- 
sions have been 
decried as in- 
struments of 
foreign im pe- 
fialism, and 
Ch reisiti an 
churches | slan- 
dered as for- 
eign under- 
ding sf euit.cis 
against the new 
order of things 
to be a Chris- 
tian. Right in 
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the nick of 
time, however, 
the American 
Bible Society put up one of the most magnifi- 
cent buildings of its kind in Peiping—the new 
Bible House. ‘What on earth ...? ‘What 
does it mean?’ were some of the remarks actu- 
ally overheard. 

“Events in the past two years proved to be 
a much more potent blow to the Christian mis- 
sions and churches, than was at first realized. 
It was a hundred times worse than the out- 


GATEHOUSE AT PEIPING 


rages of the years of the Boxers. The minds 
and hearts of the Christians were troubled, 
their houses were burnt down, and their evan- 
gelists and pastors were openly humiliated on 
the streets. The worst of all was that these 
outrages were not done by wild-behaving mobs, 
but by confused troublemakers, who so clever- 
ly mixed antireligious issues with nationalistic 
aspirations, that the majority of Christians 
simply do not know what to make of it. With 
such terrific processes undermining all around, 
we can easily understand the extreme amaze- 
ment and surprise of the various Christian 
groups at hearing of the addition of a new 
Field Secretary to the staff of the American 
Bible Society, and their utter joy and thank- 
fulness when he goes out to visit them. 

“Field visitation by Chinese Field Secre- 
taries is new in the work of our Society in 
China. The lack of precedence and usage 
naturally carried with it apprehension. But 
this was instantly dispelled on reaching the first 
station on the trip to Tamingfu, by the gracious 
welcome that I received. Everywhere I went 
the missionaries, local pastors, evangelists, and 
lay members of all denominations received me 
like a brother of their own fold, and fairly 
bombarded me with their kindness and cordial- 
ity. ‘After all, we are one in the Bible,’ re- 
marked one to me in Tamingfu. 


Volume 74 


———— 


=a oe «6 


“In order not to burden the people too — 


much with arranging large conferences, I usu- 
ally try to limit myself to talks and discussions 
on the power of the Bible and some methods 
of Bible study. But it is almost impossible to 
limit or specify. One is asked to be a jack- 
of-all-trades—from an adviser on family prob- 
lems arising out of the new régime, to the 
future relationship between the mission and 
the church, and the future prospects of the 
church in the new nation. 

“An aged elder in the Presbyterian church 
of Shuntehfu came up to the platform at the 
end of a meeting, with tears in his eyes, and 
grasped my hand in his and said, ‘Mr. Jowe, 
how I thank you for your timely help! For 
months I have been troubled about the Bible 
by the recent attacks, and by the fact that so 
many of our learned men of today are saying 
things against it. Now you have restored my 
Bible to me.’ Another remarked, ‘What more 
could one say of what the Bible has done in 
the world? If this does not convince of the 
truth, nothing will.’ Tamingfu is severely 
stricken with famine this year, but more than 
thirty orders for Bibles were received. 

“Mr. Moore, of the China Inland Mission in 
Hantan near Tamingfu, told me himself of 
the fact that he had been selling 500 copies a 
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day for some time; and not infrequently he 
reached the high-water mark of 800 copies. 
There he sold one copy after another, and this 
place is by no means a new field. This explains 
why in half a year we have been able to dis- 
tribute over 500,000 copies.” 


East 


R. TIMOTHY WONG, of the East 
China sub-Agency staff, sends account 
“of a very successful trip to a Bible Study Con- 
ference at Suchow, Kiangsu. 
“The Bible study was conducted in thirteen 
There were about thirty teachers for 


classes. 
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accepted. The teaching was conducted by 
twenty-six teachers, and there were over two 
hundred church members enrolled in the Sun- 
day school. A collection of over 400 coppers 
was made. On March 11, the morning watch 
was observed from 6a.m.to7:15a.m. Then 
followed Bible study from 8:30 a. m. to 10:00 
a. m. They invited me to help them in the 
singing, and I was glad to be able to teach them 
some new hymns. 

“At the service of March 12, I was invited 
to speak and chose 2 Kings 2:1-11 as my text 
for the topic ‘Christian Pilgrimage,’ and after- 
wards sought to arouse their enthusiasm by 
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these classes. The date of the conference was 
from March 8 to 22. 

“The night of March 9 was set aside for 
me to speak of our Bible Society work. I gave 
a short story of how the Bible came to be 
written; and also gave a report of the work 
of the American Bible Society for last year. 
When speaking of the American Bible Society, 
I referred to it as a factory. The products of 
this factory were the various kinds of Scrip- 
tures produced. The church members were 
- the laborers to whom these products were given 

to be used by them in the carrying on of the 
work, and we were always ready to cooperate 
in every way possible. 

“March 10 was Sunday. The Sunday-school 
work was conducted by the Rev. F. A. Brown. 
He asked me to help him in this, and I gladly 
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leading in the song ‘The Lord is my Shepherd,’ 
Psalms 23:1-5, which I taught them to sing. 

“There was one old woman present, over 
eighty years of age (see cover), who under- 
stood her Bible very well. Another old woman 
of over seventy years of age could read the 
Phonetic Script. It seemed to us that the Chris- 
tians of Suchow were better than those in 
Shanghai because of their knowledge of the 
Bible. I also met many young men who like 
to read their Bible. I thanked our Heavenly 
Father that I was able to understand their 
Shantung Mandarin language. Also, when I 
went on the platform, I found that they under- 
stood what I said. 

“T had originally planned to return to Nan- 
king on the 16th, but both the Chinese and 
foreign pastors urged me to stay with them a 
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little longer and help them in learning to sing 
the hymns I had sung to them during the meet- 
ings. They also wished me to help them in 
their Sunday-school work by showing how the 
children could be aided in their spiritual culti- 
vation. This gave me a good opportunity to 
sell the Scriptures; for I emphasized the fact 
that spiritual cultivation comes chiefly through 
daily Bible reading. I was very grateful to 
God for this opportunity to speak about the 
Word and also to explain it in the various 
classes. 

“As a result of my work in Suchow, forty- 
five books were sold for cash, and orders for 
sixty more copies were taken. Also 29,000 
portions were contracted for under special ar- 
rangement. 

“During my stay in Suchow I was lavishly 
entertained by both the Chinese and foreign 
pastors and feasted upon Shantung bread, 
garlic, onions, leeks, fish, pork, as well as for- 
eign food such as we have in Shanghai.” 

From a letter received from Mr. E. H. 
Hamilton, Suchow, dated March 22, 1929, this 
extract is given: 

“Your Mr. Timothy Wong has been a bless- 
ing to our big Bible Class, which yesterday 
ended after two good weeks’ session. His 
exuberant spirit and glowing faith tore away 
the language barrier and made him very popu- 
lar with all the members of the Bible Class.” 


South 


ROM the Rev. T. H. Lin, General Field 
Secretary of the China Agency, a report 
written in May tells of a trip to the south. It 
gives enlightening insight into general condi- 
tions and the work of missions and Bible Socie- 
ties. Naturally, it is too long for inclusion here, 
but excerpts and condensations may sketch the 
picture. His visit was primarily to Wuchow, 
“the gateway to the province of Kwangsi. 
It is a real modern city now. Good paved roads 
are found everywhere. There are many thou- 
sands of new houses and shops built within 
the last three years, some of the stores being 
five or six stories high. There are many pub- 
lic day schools in the city. The Kwangsi Uni- 
versity, built on a hill, has an enrolment of 
600 students, both men and women. ‘There is 
a technical school for men and women with an 
enrolment of 1,000 students. 

“There is a long-wave wireless station in 
Wuchow, and four short-wave stations in 
Kweilin, Junghsien, Nanning, and Liuchow re- 
spectively. A military telephone system con- 
nects every city in the province. About six 
thousand li (2,000 miles) of good motor roads 
have been built during the last three years, con- 
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necting the most important cities. It is easy, 
therefore, to travel from Wuchow to Nanning, 
Liuchow, Kweilin, and even up toward Tsuen- 
chow, where it is expected that a road will be 
opened to connect with Changsha, the capital 
of Hunan. 

“With all these wonderful changes the minds 
of the people have been opened and business 
has increased beyond all expectations. Ac- 
cording to the report of the customs the trade 
in Wuchow alone last year amounted to about 
one hundred million dollars. Among the ex- 
ports one peculiar thing is included; namely, a 
‘three-colored snake,’ the export of which last 
year amounted to sixty thousand dollars. 
Kwangsi Province has certainly made wonder- 
ful progress in a very short time, and shows 
that the Chinese people are capable of doing 
good constructive work if they have a good 
government over them.” 

He rapidly reviews the missions and their 
evangelistic, congregational, educational, and 
medical work in Wuchow and its region, and 
adds: 

“The Alliance Mission in this province holds 
a conference every two years. This is attended 
by preachers from all over the province, and 
also some from the lower part of Kweichow 
Province and some from the Chinese Church 
in Saigon. It took fifty-three days for a mis- 
sionary to come down from Kansu Province 
to be a speaker at this meeting. 

“T spent all my time with these preachers, 
talking and praying with many of them. Most 
of those coming from Kweilin district spoke 
pure Mandarin. I invited them to a tea-party 
in order to gain a more thorough acquaintance 
with the Christian work in the upper part of 
the province, as it was impossible for me to 
take a trip there at this time. The Kweilin 
and Nanning districts are entirely under the 
direction of the Chinese Church. As to the 
Bible Society work of this mission, a committee 
was appointed by the Conference to look into 
the whole matter. This committee was com- 
posed of two Chinese and one missionary. 

“I spent the whole time they gave me on 
my usual topic of ‘A Bible Reading Campaign.’ 
The people were interested in hearing of this 
movement.” 

Mr. Lin mentions the plan of the South 
China Bible Society, at Canton, to raise $1,000 
among its members for its current year’s work. 


West 


ROM far Szechwan in west China has 
_come a variety of most interesting infor- 
mation from the Rev. Thomas Torrance, the 
representative of the American Bible Society 
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2 oie Le eee es of ee one all was that persons came night after night. 
Boe vivid accou Mies ritten in pril, One man declared he had attended the whole 
: nt of an evangelistic cam- month. From start to finish, we took down 
Paign conducted by him. as 300 names (of those who wished to learn fur- 
eri peeve aaa os over a half million — ther of Christianity). Almost all were men. 
| eo ae ay . year 3 ae that we Most received New Testaments. Of these my 
a oe en \ a great and wide-open door man found seventy-five in their homes. These 
as ee pel. ; ever in my experience in we invited toa tea anda gathering in the Baptist 
ere people so ready to hear the message church. I enclose a snap I took of them. 
of salvation as they are now. And the strange 
thing, too, is that it is the missionary rather 
than the native preacher they want to hear. 
_ “At the Chinese New: Year holidays, I threw 
myself into a fortnight’s evangelistic cam- 
~ paign in Chengtu, using the hall of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Mission. Every night the house 
was jammed full. Many had to stand. The 
interest grew nightly. When the Rev. H. J. 
Openshaw, the Baptist missionary in charge, 
returned from duties elsewhere and learned 
of the crowded meetings, he removed the en- 
tire end of the hall to provide more standing 
room for the overflow. Even then there was 
not space enough for all.” 
The interest was so great that the meetings 
“were continued for a third and then for a 
fourth week. Toward the end another factor 
entered. Anti-Christian students with com- 
munistic leanings endeavored to break up the 
meeting¥, harangued the entering audiences, Mr. Openshaw is in it with one of his helpers 
stampeded one audience and became so threat- and two of mine. 
ening, that finally the city police and military “Why did not more come? Therein is re- 
guards were sent to prevent more serious dis- vealed something very noticeable at present. 
turbance, Marshal Teng Hsi-hou, the highest While the people are most anxious to listen 
official, being a friend of Mr. Torrance. The to the gospel, they are very chary of breaking 
audiences proved loyal, and the communist op- caste and openly joining the church. They live 
position was thwarted. sn continual fear of another political upheaval. 
“The last meetings proved as powerful as Then the enemies of truth might seek revenge. 
the others. An encouraging feature through It is safest, they think, to be secret believers.” 
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CONVERTS AT CHENGTU 


Agency Secretary Emeritus Wragg 


ITH great regret the American Bible among the colored people throughout the 
Society sees the Rev. John P. Wragg, United States. Dr. Wragg, during his secre- 
_D.D., leave its active official family. To have taryship, has trained and guided a large com- 
served as an Agency Secretary for twenty-eight pany of Bible workers and has effectively used 
years is a matter of distinction; but to have correspondents and missionary agencies in the 
done so in the manner and spirit in which Dr. promotion of his work. Many of his workers 
__ Wragg has served, is to add to the distinction have become leading ministers in the churches 
honor and praise. On June 15, at his own re-_ of their denominations, and Dr. Wragg has so 
quest, Dr. Wragg became Secretary Emeritus. interested the religious leaders among the col- 
The Agency among the Colored People in the ored people, that a number of their principal 
United States was the first of the present ten denominations have become part of the sup- 
Agencies in this country to be formed by the porting constituency of the Society. a 
American Bible Society. It was created for Under his supervision, and with the untiring 
the purpose of meeting the needs of the colored cooperation of Mrs. Wragg, more than 1,730,- 
people of the South, the Agency being enlarged 000 copies of the Scriptures have been cir- 
later to care for the Scripture distribution culated. The conviction which both Dr. and 
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Mrs. Wragg hold concerning the importance of 
the distribution of the Scriptures, and the share 
which the Negro race should have in promot- 
ing it, has led them to establish with the Society 
a fund, the income of which, subject to their 
life interest, will assist in carrying forward this 
work. At the request of Dr. Wragg, this gift 
will bring to the Agency among the Colored 
People in the United States the memorial title 
of the William Ingraham Haven Agency, in 
honor of the Rev. Dr. William Ingraham 
Haven, late General Secretary of the Society, 
whose father, Bishop Gilbert Haven, is still 
remembered as a great friend and champion of 
the Negro people in the South during the years 
following the Civil War. 

Few can realize the never-failing consecrated 
devotion and spiritually minded judgment of 
Dr. Wragg through all the occasions of hard- 
ship and anxiety that twenty-eight years in 
such a work have required. As an expression 
of the high honor in which he and Mrs. Wragg 
are held by the Board of Managers, a finely 
bound and inscribed copy of the Bible was pre- 
sented to Dr. and Mrs. Wragg at the June 
meeting of the Board of Managers. The offi- 
cers are happy to look forward to the continu- 
ance of Dr. Wragg’s counsel in the develop- 
ment of affairs of the Agency. 
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PRESENTED TO THE 
REVEREND AND MRS, JOHN P. WRAGG, D.D. 
BY THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS 
OF DEVOTED SERVICE AND ENDURING SUPPORT 


OF THE WOBK OF THE SOCIETY 
JUNE 6, 1929 


Inscription in Dr. Wragg’s Bible 


Under arrangements now in effect the sub- 
Agencies have become divisions of the Agency, 
and each one of the Secretaries in charge of 
these divisions will become responsible for all 
the work of a section of the Agency, with the 
coordination of activities administered by the 
Home Office. The Secretaries of these divi- 
sions are the Rev. H. W. B. Wilson, D.D., 
Atlanta Division; Rev. D. H. Sansom, Jr., 
Charlotte Division; Rev. S. A. Lucas, Cleve- 
land Division; and Rev. M. L. Vaughters, 
Houston Division. Each of these men will be 
quick to respond to opportunities for service 
among their people, whether it be in presenting 
the cause among the.denominations or in assist- 
ing in the distribution of the Scriptures. 


A Peep at Who and How 


By the Rev. F. P. Parkin, D.D., Secretary, Atlantic Agency 


& have sought to encourage voluntary 

distribution, and there have been many 
very notable cases of consecration and self- 
sacrifice on the part of some of these voluntary 
workers. 

The work of Bible distribution at the Mifflin 
County Fair in Pennsylvania during this last 
year has been unusually successful. The vari- 
ous women’s organizations of Lewiston united 
in this work, and they reached about 30,000 
people with the penny Gospels which were 
donated to them for that purpose. 

The wonderful work of a New York busi- 
ness man, who for nearly thirty years has con- 
ducted a Bible Class in the Essex County peni- 
tentiary at Caldwell, New Jersey, deserves spe- 
cial mention. The distribution of the Bibles 
among these men has been a labor of love on 
the part of this devoted worker, Mr. W. A. 
Schneider. 

We are glad again to call attention to the 
unusual record of a Baptist layman, a former 
parishioner of the late Rev. Dr. Russell H. 
Conwell of national fame. With an enthusiasm 
and a persistence that cannot but win the ad- 


miration of all, Mr. William C. Guth has per- 
sonally sold and distributed nearly 25,000 
copies of the Book of Proverbs. One worker 
among the sailors along the shores of the Dela- 
ware River has written expressing her great 
appreciation of a large gift of this Book of 
Proverbs, which she has used most efficiently 
among the sailors who crowd at times our 
Philadelphia wharves. 

The seamen’s institute of this city, which 
has a record second only to that of New York 
City, has utilized the various editions of the 
penny portions, not only at Christmas time, but 
also throughout the year. 

For the fourth year in succession, we are 
glad to report a system of Bible distribution in 
connection with the public schools of the state 
of Pennsylvania. The Rev. James S. Mc- 
Creary, by his tactfulness, has continued his 
novel methods of offering Bible prizes and 
distributing large numbers of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and individual portions of the Bible. 
This is done entirely on his own initiative, and 
the American Bible Society assumes no re- 
sponsibility for this work. He purchases the 


Volume 74 — 


July, 1929 


Scriptures from us and has donated many 
copies to those who are unable to pay for them. 

The Rev. Joseph B. Thomas, a Baptist 
clergyman, and one of our regular colporteurs, 
has been especially successful in arousing an 
interest among the’ children of the public 
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schools and Sunday schools in many of the 
counties of the state of Pennsylvania. The 
Bible Reading Campaign which took place dur- 
ing the months of January and February was 
greatly stimulated by his labors in the various 
communities which he visited. 


Home Agency Secretaries’ Conference 


HE necessary devotion of the June Rec- 

orp to the story of 1928 has delayed refer- 
ence to this conference, which was held in the 
first week of May. Again the good hand of 
the Lord was in evidence. Every Home 
Agency Secretary was present. The first three 
days were spent in Boston as the guests of the 
Massachusetts Bible Society, and in conference 


HOME AGENCY 
SECRETARIES 
IN CONFERENCE 
AT THE 
BIBLE HOUSE 


e 


Dr. J. L. McLaughlin, North- 


western 
2 Dr. A. F. Ragatz, Western 


3. Rev. a B. Porter, South At- 
laniic 

4. Dr. L. B. Chamberlain, Rec. 
Sec. 


5 Dr. J. H. Hyatt, National Capi- 
tal 


6 Dr. E. M. North, Gen. Sec. 

7 Dr. F. P. Parkin, Atlantic 

8 Rev. G. Darlington, Treas. 

9 Dr. F. Marston, Central 

Rey. G. W. Brown, Gen. Sec. 
Rev. J. J. Morgan, Southwestern 


Dr. J. P. Wragg, Agency among 
the Colored People 


Rey. A. W. Mell, Pacific 


with the executive officers of the State Bible 
Societies of Maine, New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut. The Rev. T. H. 
Orme, Ph.D., of the Buffalo and Erie County 
Auxiliary Bible Society, was also present. Be- 
sides welcoming the gathering in their at- 
tractive remodeled Bible House on Bromfield 
Street, the president, treasurer, and other offi- 
cers of the Massachusetts Bible Society per- 
sonally brought messages of cheer and good 
will to the Conference, which was also most 
happily entertained by a trip to Plymouth. 

Dr. Spencer, Cor. Sec., Mr. Roscoe, Man- 
ager, and the headquarters staff, of the enter- 


taining society, by their assiduous care and 
gracious courtesy, added much to the comfort 
and pleasure of their guests. 

On their way to Plymouth, the members 
stopped at the grave of one whom they have 
honored for many years and especially missed 
at this time, former General Secretary Rev. 
William I. Haven, D.D. A wreath of flowers 


from the Massachusetts Bible Society was laid 
on the stone, and individual roses placed by 
each of the members of the Conference on 
the grave; a beautiful prayer being offered by 
the senior Agency Secretary, Dr. Wragg. 

The meetings of the last two days of the 
Conference were held at the Bible House, New 
York, the members participating by their pres- 
ence in the memorial service to Dr. Haven, 
held on May 9. 

The general tone of the reports and dis- 
cussions was optimistic both as to the work 
of the previous year, and on the prospects for 
the future. 
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Eulogy of the Scriptures 


By General Chiang Chih-chang 


HE wonderful doctrines of the Scriptures 

are all given by the inspiration of God. 
They are profound, rich, far-reaching, and 
pervasive. Their instruction is austere, and 
their prohibitions, authoritative. The exalted 
virtue and impor- 


The Book is the window of the soul; the .Word is 
sent from God; 

It regenerates mankind and recreates heaven and earth. 

God’s energy is universal; his spiritual power encircles 
all things, ; : : 

His words are man’s ensign—a fountain of wisdom. 
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lead men to repent- 
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proffers rewards to 
goodness; warning 
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are beyond man’s 
comprehension, and 
such as truly to lead 
mankind to put 


Beautifully handwritten on special paper by General Chiang Chih-chang. The translation 

is from the master hand of the Rev. John Darroch, Litt. D., one of the best Chinese scholars 

in Shanghai. It was General Chiang, who, having become a Christian under the influence of 

Marshall Feng, purchased from our Chinese Agency and distributed several thousand hand- 

some Bibles in Chinens: with a dedication printed in gold. He was one of the first to resign 
his military post and take a civilian office under the present National Government. 


their trust in the 
’ redemption wrought by Jesus Christ and obtain 
forgiveness of sins, regeneration, justification, 
sanctification, and the adoption of sons of God. 
Thus they become a heavenly people; for the 
Book is the great canon of heaven and earth. 

I reverently offer this hymn of praise: 


By grace we are saved; through faith we obtain life: 

They are perfectly good, perfectly beautiful, without 
end, without limit; 

One reads them a hundred times without wearying, 
and ponders thrice their mystic meaning; 

The heart receives, the spirit comprehends, them—the 
wonderful but natural law. 


Valente Workers 


By the Rev. F. Marston, D.D., Secretary, Central Agency 


HERE were those good women in Gulf- 

port, Mississippi, who made a canvass of 
their town in search of Bibleless homes, re- 
porting us the number needed, and then deliver- 
ing them to the homes when we sent them the 
Bibles. I do not believe there is a better work 
to be found than this. ‘The women who volun- 
teer to do such a work have all the missionary 


zeal of the colporteur and none of the com- 
mercialism of the agent. Here is a vast army 
of reserves. 

Then, there are those who have kept the work 
of the “wayside pulpit” going in many places 
during the year—Mrs. McLeod, of Sylacauga, 
Alabama, and following her death, her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Patterson; Mrs. Graham, of Mary- 
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ville College, Tennessee, and her helpers; Miss 
Calmese, of Stanford, Kentucky. These, and 
many others, have kept these “wayside pulpit” 
boxes filled with Gospels for the passers-by. 
I should also have mentioned the Rev. Otis 
Andrews, superintendent of the Wesley Insti- 
- tute and Goodwill Industries and Mission, of 
Memphis, who has distributed thousands of 
Gospels in this way. The passer-by takes a 
Gospel—nobody knows who takes it. It is like 
the arrow shot into the air, that falls we know 
not where. But some day it may be found in 
the character of a man .or woman whom it has 
first transfixed and then completely trans- 
_ formed. Who knows? These “wayside pulpit” 
boxes have been kept filled in railway stations, 
bus stations, hospitals, hotel lobbies, barber 
shops, doctors’ waiting rooms, courthouse cor- 
ridors, and such like public places. Like every 
other plan for doing anything, it must have a 
__ consecrated personality back of it to keep it 
, going. 
Public-school Teachers Help 

It occurred to the Secretary that, in states 
where the law requires the reading of the Bible 
in the public school, the teacher could be, and 
maybe would be, a great help in getting the 
Bible portions into the hands of the children 
and young people. Accordingly, word was sent 
through the county superintendent to all the 
public-school teachers of a certain county in 
Kentucky, that the little penny Gospels could 
be had on application to the American Bible 
Society for use in memory work with the chil- 
dren of the public schools. Very soon the 
orders began to come in from teachers asking 
for Gospels “for thirty pupils,” “for forty 
pupils,” for “seventy-five pupils,” for the 
“pupils of a one-room school,” and soon. The 
experiment worked, though the teachers did 
not seem to be so willing to pay postage on the 
{ree Gospels as I had supposed. But here, as 
elsewhere, it all depended on the individual ; 
and it was a great satisfaction to know that in 
this way we reached hundreds of children, and 
through them, many homes, where the language 
of the gospel is an unknown tongue. 

Five hundred penny Gospels were sent to 
the Caney Creek Community Center at Pippa- 
pass, Kentucky, to be put, one each in as many 
Christmas bags going out to the branch schools 
in the more remote “backwoods,” one bag to a 
family. This means that one Gospel was 
placed in each of 500 homes. How many of 
these were Bibleless homes, no one knows. We 
also made a donation of Bibles to the Carr 
Center, Carr Creek, Ken- 
tucky, and in this way we reached more homes 
through volunteer workers. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


InsTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


MAY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


| Pia first stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers in its one hundred and four- 
teenth year was held at the Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York, on Thursday, April 4, 1929, 
at 3:30 o’clock p. m., Vice-President C. Edgar 
Anderson in the chair. 

The devotional exercises were conducted by 
the Rev. Thomas H. Mackenzie, D.D. 

The minutes of the twelfth stated meeting 
of the one hundred and thirteenth year were 
presented and. approved. The Rev. Thomas 
H. Mackenzie, D.D., ministerial member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and Mr. 
James T. Van Steenbergh, new Manager, be- 
ing present for the first time, were introduced, 
and welcomed by those present. 

The following memorial minute on Mr. Asa 
G. Candler was read by Recording Secretary 
Chamberlain and adopted by a rising vote: 


Asa G. Candler 


With the death of Asa Griggs Candler, on March 
12, 1929, the Society has lost one who had been a 
Vice-President for a decade. He was a link with the 
great Methodist Episcopal Church, South, of which 
his brother, the Rev. Dr. Warren A. Candler, also a 
warm friend of the American Bible Society, is senior 
bishop. He started his business career under the 
serious handicap of the loss of the family possessions 
through the Civil War. His great business and finan- 
cial success was through the Coca-Cola Company, 
which he originated and developed. With the wealth 
which came through this source, he became a generous 
public benefactor, particularly in his native state of 
Georgia and his home city of Atlanta. A notable 
tribute was paid to him, in 1923, on the fiftieth anni- 
versary of his settlement in Atlanta, when he was the 
guest of honor at a public dinner at which he received 
a massive silver cup from the public as “Atlanta’s first 
citizen.” He built the Wesley Memorial Hospital at 
Atlanta and dealt generously with Emory University. 
At a time of financial panic, he purchased over a 
million dollars worth of real estate from various 
business men, paying full prepanic prices, to aid them 
weather the financial storm. During the World War 
he went to the rescue of southern cotton growers, 
lending millions of dollars on their crops. At another 
time, he is credited with saving a rival bank, one of 
the largest in Atlanta, from liquidation by purchasing 
its entire capital stock, and when conditions improved, 
selling it back to the former owners. He was one of 
those public-spirited citizens who use their business 
success for other than personal pleasure and profit, 
and whose memory will abide the longer therefore. 


The Report of the Board of Managers, as 
approved by the Committee of General Refer- 
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ence, was presented and approved for presen- 
tation to the Annual Meeting of the Society. 

Minutes of the various standing committees 
were presented and approved. 

Mr. Ray Clark Tillinghast, on invitation, 
spoke briefly on impressions he had received in 
visiting the headquarters and representatives of 
the American Bible Society in Japan and China. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of March, 1929: Brazil, 
3,176 volumes, valued at $2,213.21; Caribbean, 
5,432 volumes, valued at $3,216.39; La Plata, 
6,750 volumes, valued at $4,125.27; Mexico, 
20,000 volumes, valued at $286.65; Siam, 188 
volumes, valued at $119.34; Upper Andes, 
27,243 volumes, valued at $2,339.94; West 
Indies, 11,183 volumes, valued at $3,324.22; 
total volumes, 73,972; total value, $15,625.02. 

The issues from the Bible House during 
March were 282,127 volumes. 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH ANNUAL 
MEETING 
HE one hundred and thirteenth Annual 
Meeting of the American Bible Society 
was convened at the Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York City, on Thursday, May 9, 1929, 
ato 0 clock p, m, 

President E. Francis Hyde was in the chair, 
and among those present were George Woolsey, 
M.D., Wm. P. Stevenson, James Marshall 
Stuart, Herbert S. Baker, Howard Whittemore, 
Ray Clark Tillinghast, George Tiffany, James 
T. Van Steenbergh, Rev. Dr. Frank Mason 
North, Rev. Dr. J. P. Wragg, Rev. Dr. Frank 
ioe arkin, Rey. Dr, James He. di vatt, Rev. 
M. B. Porter, Rev. Dr. Frank Marston, Rev. 
Dr. Arthur F. Ragatz; General Secretaries 
North and Brown, Treasurer Darlington, and 
Recording Secretary Chamberlain. 

Excuses for absence were received from 
George D. Beattys, John T. Manson, Ivy L. 
Lee, Joseph S. Auerbach, Col. Henry W. 
Sackett, Miss Elisabeth Brown Cutting, Mrs. 
John Ferguson, William J. Stitt, James H. 
Post, Rev. Drs. R. S. Inglis, Howard C. Rob- 
bins, and M. G. G. Scherer; and Bishop James 
H. Darlington. 

Prayer was offered by Dr. Marston. 

The one hundred and thirteenth Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Managers for the year 
ending December 31, 1928, was presented 
briefly by the Secretaries, each presenting the 
work under his charge. 

On motion of Dr. Marston, it was 

Resolved, That the report which has just 
been read be printed and circulated under the 
direction of the Board of Managers. 

The Recording Secretary reported the mem- 


BristeE Soctety REcorD 


Volume 74 


bers of the Board of Managers who have com- : 


pleted the term for which they were elected. 
In view of the vacancies reported in the 
Board of Managers, a committee, consisting of 


George Woolsey, M.D., Rev. M. B. Porter, — 


and Gen. Sec. Brown, was appointed by the 
President to nominate suitable persons to fill 
the vacancies. 

The annual statement of the Treasurer was 
presented by Treasurer Darlington. 

On motion of Mr. James M. Stuart, it was 

Resolved, That the financial report just read 


be accepted and printed in the Annual Report. — 


On motion of Rev. Dr. Frank P. Parkin, it 
was 

Resolved, That when the Society adjourns, 
it do so to meet on the second Thursday in 
May,. 1930. 


On behalf of the committee appointed to — 


nominate individuals to fill the places of the 
Managers whose terms of office had expired, 
Dr. George Woolsey placed in nomination 
Winthrop M. Tuttle, Orrin R. Judd, Ellwood 
M. Rabenold, Henry W. Sackett, Herbert S. 
Baker, Wm. J. Stitt, and Edward S. Malmar. 

On motion of Mr. Ray Clark Tillinghast, 
it was 

Resolved, To accept the report of the Com- 
mittee on Nominations, and to proceed to an 
election, by ballot, of members of the Board of 
Managers. 

The President declared, as a result of the 
ballot, that the above nominees had been elected 
as Members of the Board for the term 1929- 
1933. 

On motion of Dr. James H. Hyatt, it was 

Resolved, That the filling of any other vacan- 
cies in the Board of Managers be referred to 
the Board with power. 

On motion of Mr. Wm. P. Stevenson, it was 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers as 
now constituted be directed to meet at the Bible 
House on the first Thursday in June for the 
purpose of organizing for the coming year, and 
for the transaction of such other business as 
may be presented. 

Recording Secretary Chamberlain introduced 
the following representatives of Auxiliary 
Bible Societies who were present: Rev. Frank 
P. Parkin, D.D., of the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society; Rev. M. B. Porter, of the Virginia 
Bible Society; Rev. James H. Hyatt, D.D., of 
the Maryland Bible Society; and Rev. Frank 
Marston, D.D., of the Young Men’s Bible 
Society of Cincinnati. : 

At 3:30 o'clock, the meeting was adjourned, 
that those present might attend the memorial 
service for the late General Secretary William 
Ingraham Haven. 
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CASH RECEIPTS IN MAY, 1929 
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TREASURER 


July 2, aos 
Dear Reader: 


Do you know that one of the 
finest ways of befriending the Bible and 
at the same time assuring an income for 
yourself is through our Annuity Bond 
Agreements? 


You receive from 4¢ to 9¢ on 
your gift in semi-annual payments as long 
as you live. The principal is then -re- 
leased for service with the Society in 
translating, publishing, and distributing 
the Holy Scriptures. Can you think of a 
more attractive way of helping the Bible 
Cause? 

Faithfully yours, 


George William Brown 


P. S. Our booklet "Bibles and Bonds, 62H" 
will answer your questions about Annuity 
Bond Agreements. May we send it to you? 


